
 www.maryvaleacademy.ca 1 

 

 

 

�� a r y v a l e 
Academy can 

echo these words of 
our Lady, for the Lord 
has looked with 
tremendous favour 
upon our school over 
the past year.  And 
so our soul proclaims 
the greatness of the 

Lord and our spirit rejoices in the One 
who is our saviour. 
 
 As we look back on the year that 
has been, we see God’s grace filling the 
school and the hearts of the children.  I 
would like to share with you a simple yet 
important experience at the school.   

 
 Every Wednesday morning we 
have adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament to which all of the students 
and parents are invited.  As families 
arrive at school, they begin to trickle into 
the chapel to spend time praying before 
our Lord.   
 
 By the end of our time together, 
the chapel is usually full of students and 
parents.  As I gaze around, I am struck 
by the faith on display before me.   
 
 It brings tremendous joy and 
hope to my heart to see these little ones 
come to pray.  They are giving their 
hearts and their lives to our God.  Their 

(Continued on page 4) 
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· New Location: We are moving to a great new location on the NE  
 corner of Woodroffe Ave. and Hwy 417 

 
· High School: We are expanding to include grades 9 and 10 in  
 September.  Soon we will offer education from K to 12. 

 
· Bilingual Program: We are extending our bilingual program to include 

grades 1-4. 

“ My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord and m y spirit rejoiced in 
God my saviour, for He has looked with favour on Hi s lowly servant.”    

(Luke 1: 46-47) 

Maryvale Academy renews dedication to Making Disciples for Christ in 2011! 
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Knights & Castles by Borja Luengo, Grade 3  

Solar System by Adam Polanski 

Space Exploration by Chad Assaly, Grade 2  
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���������������  Grade 8 Graduates!   

�� his year’s kindergarten program has been a 
remarkable success.  Starting off with five 
students in September, three more students 
joined in February.  Under the skilled direc-

tion of their teacher, Mrs. Barbara Gay, this delight-
ful group of children has flourished in so many ways 
throughout the year.   
 Through individualized reading instruction 
using the Reading Mastery program, the children 
have shown great progress in reading and compre-
hension, and are being prepared exceptionally well 
for grade 1.  They are also acquiring a firm founda-
tion in mathematics as they complete their Saxon 
math program.   
 It is with joy and satisfaction that they are 
able to read simple stories and sing songs in French 
as well as English.  Thursdays have been a highlight for the children, not only because Thursday is “Mass day”, but 
also because of “gym time” led by a pair of senior Maryvale students.   At the recent Spring Showcase, the children 
had the opportunity to recite some prayers, scripture and poems that they had learned during the year. They also 
gave a splendid performance of an adaptation of an Aesop Fable “The Grasshopper and the Ant”.  As the year 
draws to a close, the children look back fondly on the exciting year of learning they have just had and the wonderful 
friendships they have made. 

 

Pictured on Graduation Day, The Class of 2010-11 (L -R):  Sage Winogron, Ava Villeneuve, Michael 
Stuyt, Ignatius Sinn, Veronika Polanski, Catherine Gay, Maria Gajraj, Paul Dore and Carson Assaly. 
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· Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament available 

for all students and parents on  Wednesday 
mornings 

· Retreat led by NET Ministries 

· Guest speakers: Dr. D. Beresford (biologist), 
Vicki La Prairie (WWII signaller),                 
National Gallery’s Sheila Walker did a      
presentation on Art of the Renaissance  

· Visits from CCO Missionaries and              
Sisters of the Cross 

· Public Speaking Contest 

· K of C  Free Throw Competition 

· Advent virtues project and Lenten almsgiving 
project for Our Lady of His Mercy 
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hopes and dreams, joys and trials, are all left at 
the feet of Christ.   
 
 They are rendering Him the praise that 
is due.  They are developing a rich communion 
between themselves and God.   
 
 It has struck me many 
times that there is no substitute 
for such an experience and 
opportunity.  In this humble act of 
adoration, my faith has been 
nourished by the deep faith of our 
students. 
 
 Throughout the day and 
throughout the year, our students are immersed 
in a culture of Catholicism where the seeds of 
faith implanted in baptism and watered in the 
garden of the family, can germinate and be 
nurtured in an environment of faith, hope, and 
love. 

(Continued from page 1)    As we open our doors next year to high 
school students, we will have the precious 
opportunity to work with God in sending down 
deep roots of faith which will strengthen our 
students through their adolescent years and 

prepare them to be heralds of   
     the Gospel when they graduate. 

 
 Many thanks to all those 
people who have given so much 
to make this year another great 
success.  I give thanks to God 
that you have joined us in this 
great privilege of making 
disciples for Christ.  
 

 “The Almighty has done great things for 
[us] and holy is His name.” (Luke 1:49) 
 
Michael Dopp, 
Principal 

  " ...my faith has been 
nourished by the  
deep faith of our 

students….” 

)����*�)����+� ,�����������!�-���.������������(((������������& �

· Singing at St. Patrick’s Home in honour of the be-
atification of John Paul II and canonization of 
Brother André 

· Singing at St. Patrick’s Basilica (March for Life) 

· Spring Showcase: Songs, plays, recitals, puppetry 

· Mass and Visit by Archbishop Prendergast 

· Dinner and Auction Gala 

· Participation in Science and Tech week 

· Champions of the city-wide All Science Challenge 

· Track and Field competition participants 

· Winter Olympics 

· Creighton History Essay Contest 
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�� e are very happy to introduce our new music director who is responsible for 
leading our Sacred Music Program. Francesca Bailey was born and raised in 
Ottawa and has enjoyed the past twenty-two years serving Ottawa's musical 

community as a Soprano Soloist, Organist, and Pianist.  
 
 Francesca holds an A.R.C.T. (Royal Conservatory of Toronto) and is the Direc-
tor of Music and Resident Organist at St. Patrick's Basilica in Ottawa. She is the found-
ing and current director of the Saint Patrick Singers, the Adoremus Choir, and the 
Youth and Children's Choir of St. Patrick's Basilica.  
 
 Mrs. Bailey has studied voice with Mme. Halina Wyskowski (St. Michael's Choir 
School Toronto) and at the Mozarteum (Salzburg, Austria), piano with Professor Diana 
Lawton (University of Ottawa), and organ with Wesley Warren (Ottawa). She continues to enjoy teaching Music 
Theory, Harmony, and History from her home music studio and enjoys her time with her four young daughters. 
Welcome to Maryvale Academy Mrs. Bailey! 

By Mrs. Magda Polanska 
 
 
 

�� ur family joined Maryvale Academy in Septem-
ber 2010. It was not an easy decision to make, 
as our children were very successful and 

happy at their schools, which were located ten minutes 
from our home and for which we did not have to pay 
any tuition.  
 
 As Catholic parents we sent our kids to catholic 
schools to provide them not only with good education 
but also with the right formation. However, through nine 
years of our experience in the OCSB, we have noticed 
a decline of both the level of education and the quality 
of religious formation.  
 
 Unfortunately, only a minority of students and 
teachers in the schools were practicing Catholics with 
high moral standards. We became greatly concerned 
about the ‘lifestyle’ which our children, especially our 
teenage daughter, were exposed to in their schools. 
We have met other worried parents and joined them in 
praying for our children and their schools. When we 
came to Maryvale Academy for an open house in June 
2010 and learned about the classical curriculum and 
the strong, solid catholic formation that Maryvale of-
fered, we knew that it was the school we would like our 
children to attend.    But there was one problem: how 
could we afford it?  
 
 
 

 Fortunately, with the help of grandparents and 
some sacrifices we had to make, we were able to pro-
vide the required tuition. Now, after one year at the 
school, we are convinced that Maryvale has been 
God's answer to our prayers.  
 
 We are very happy at Maryvale and truly grate-
ful to Our Lord for the chance of being part of this 
school.  Volunteering at the school on Fridays helped 
me to know the teachers and other Maryvale families. 
There are many blessings that our children have re-
ceived since we joined Maryvale Academy.  English, 
history and religion programs are enriched by the sto-
ries about the lives of saints.  Daily prayers, weekly 
Eucharistic celebration and frequent visits to the adora-
tion chapel help children, teachers and parents develop 
deeper relationship with God. 
 
 Now, we are very excited that Maryvale is 
opening a high school in September 2011.  It gives our 
graduates the chance to continue to educate them-
selves in a safe and solid catholic environment.  While 
we are prepared to make the financial sacrifices for the 
sake of our own children, we are also grateful to how 
the greater Catholic community has believed in the 
mission of the school, “Making Disciples for Christ”, and 
supported us through fundraising activities like the 
monthly donation program and annual gala.   

 Their generosity has made it possible for many 
families to provide their children with a strong educa-
tion in a genuine Catholic environment.   
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By Canice Sinn, Grade 6 
 
   Bright eyes and beaming faces were prominent among 
Maryvale students on May 19th as they prepared for a 
long anticipated event.  After working hard for over a 
month, the students were rewarded with loud applause 
from the audience as they presented their performances 
in the Annual Spring Showcase.    
     The evening began with our cute little kindergarteners, 
who impressed the audience with a series of well-
prepared songs and poems.  They ended with the fa-
mous Aesop Fable, “The Grasshopper and the Ant”. 
 Next, the Grade Ones and Twos demonstrated 
the bilingual language program by reciting poems and 

catechism in English, as well as singing songs in French.  
Following them were the Grade Seven and Eights who 
acted out four short plays: The Brown Shoes, The Beggar 
and the Queen, Working Man, and God Sees the Truth 
But Waits.  Afterwards, the Grade Three/Four class 
showcased what they had learned in class about fables 
by rewriting “The Fox and the Crow”, “The Lion and the 
Mouse” and a few others, and presented them in lively 
puppet shows.   
      Finally, the evening ended with a musical of “The Selfish 
Giant” performed by the Grade Fives and Sixes, which al-
most moved the audience to tears. 
      Through the event, we learned to cooperate with one 
another, each of us contributing our own talents. We proudly 
exhibited what we had learned at school to our families and 
friends.  On behalf of all the students, I would like to thank 
our principal, teachers and all the volunteers for their tireless 
efforts in making the occasion successful.  
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By Maria Gajraj, Gr. 8 
 

�� fter months of preparation, the day of the 
All Science Challenge finally arrived. Our 
team (Ignatius Sinn, Maria Gajraj, Alvaro 

Luengo and Canice Sinn) was exceedingly excited 
and maybe a little nervous.  
 
 The teams were sepa-
rated into four different rooms.  
We, along with three other teams, 
were sent into the “Yellow Room”.  
The first round consisted of a 
group question-and-answer, 
where we were allowed to discuss 
the answer as a team before the 
time ran out.  
  Next were the individual 
questions – we did not have the 
support of our team anymore!  In my opinion, this 
round was the most stressful, because every time I 
stood up my brain blanked out and I had to con-
centrate very hard to remember what I had 
learned!   
 

 
 The last round before lunch was the design 
challenge.  We had to prevent an egg from break-
ing when it was dropped from one, two and three 
metres (using given materials).  Our egg, 
“Canadian Egghead Junior”, was well-protected, 

and it survived all the drops.  But 
when we dropped it from the stairs 
for fun, unfortunately, it broke.  
After the lunch break came the 
final elimination round.  We were 
thrilled that we had made it to the 
finals, but now the challenge was 
eliminating the other seven teams.  
Surprisingly, within nine minutes 
we had eliminated all the other 
teams and had won, an hour be-
fore schedule!  Mr. Dopp gener-
ously took us out for ice cream 
after the award ceremony.  

 Much of the material in the handbook we 
had to study was university level. Without the help 
of Mr Dopp, Mr. Sinn, and Mr. Slivinski, we would 
have never been able to comprehend the material 
fully enough to win.  Thank you!! 

-����������1
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Carrying our Crosses Can mean Standing up for What is Right 
 
By Jonah Nung, 
Grade 4 
 
 Carrying a cross means 
to take up a suffering and offer 
it up to Jesus.  We carry 
crosses all the time, like waking 
up in the morning when you 
don’t want to, or doing your 
homework instead of watching 
television.    
 
 Jesus had the biggest 
cross of all.  He was betrayed 
by his own disciple and cruci-
fied for our sake.  Taking up 
your cross is just a simple way 
to get closer to God.   

Maryvale seniors at the National March for Life on Parliament Hill 
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I hereby authorize Maryvale Academy of Ottawa to make a monthly deduction 
from my bank account, on the 15th of each month, for the amount indicated above. 

Signature ____________________________________ Date__________________ 
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Amount: $____________ 
 
(Please enclose cheque payable to 
Maryvale Academy) 

Amount of monthly donation: (circle one) 
 
  $25     $50     $75     Other: $_________ 

 
I will donate by: 

Automatic withdrawal from my bank 
account on the 15th of each month 
(return this form and a voided cheque from 
your personal chequing/savings account) 

I would like to be a Monthly Partner 
of Maryvale Academy 

I would like to give a one-time gift 

�� e extend our sincerest thanks to the following businesses for their support of our annual Auction and Gala dinner.  
We ask all of our families, friends and supporters to patronize these businesses whenever possible. 

 
 Arma Dei 

Beckta Wine & Dining 
Billings Bridge Shopping Centre 
Bob Jamieson of Edward Jones 
Boomerang Kids (Bank) 
Bridgehead 
C A Paradis 
Canadian Museum of Civilization 
Canadian War Museum 
Canadian Museum of Nature 
Museum of Science and Technology 
Ceylonta Restaurant 
Chapters(South Keys) 
Cosmic Adventures 
Cupcake Lounge 
Diefenbunker Museum 
Dinardo Skis & Wheels 
Dubrovnik 
Ellie 
Executive Golf 
Framed! 
Gingerbread Man 
Glebe Chiropractic Clinic 
Greely Foodland LCBO 
Hilton Bonaventure (Montreal)  

 
Holiday Inn Express Airport 
(Montreal) 
Home Depot (Baseline) 
Jerome Photographer 
Kelsey’s (Merivale) 
Kevin Haime Golf School 
Les Suites Hotel 
Little Ray’s Reptile Zoo 
Living Lighting (Bank) 
Local Heroes 
Lone Star Café(Baseline) 
MCL Hospitality Ltd. 
Merivale Bowling 
Mill Street Florists 
Minto Suite Hotel & Prime 360 
Montreal Science Centre 
Mrs. Tiggy Winkles (Bank) 
Nails on the Run 
National Art Centre 
National Gallery of Canada 
Nicastro’s Food Emporium 
North Star Lodge (Killington)  
Ottawa Athletic Club 
Ottawa Bagel Shop 
Ottawa Fat Cats 

Ottawa Little Theatre 
Ottawa Pianos 
Papanack Zoo 
Play Food and Wine 
PlayTime 4 Kids 
Putting Edge 
Red Lobster (Merivale) 
Robbie’s Spaghetti House 
Rockland Textiles 
Salem Storehouse 
Saunders Farm 
Scholar’s Choice (South Keys) 
Scottish & Irish Store 
Sheraton Hotel (Toronto) 
Siam Bistro 
Splash Wave Pool(Ogilvie Rd) 
Starbucks (Kanata) 
St. Patrick’s Gift Shop 
Stampin Up   
Staples (Merivale) 
Starr Gymnastics (Morrison Dr) 
Swiss Chalet (Bank) 
Swiss Chalet (Merivale) 
Valleyview Little Animal Farm 
Vinbella Winery 
Welcome Inns Ottawa 


